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This boek ig |
dedicated to
Joel Glanzberq.
We could have
nevexr done his
- work without
him. T hopehe
Knows 'i*hts.

Thank You
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~JHII ﬂmnk% To Forfer ard Rosie, Mama loves you,
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This is what our place looked like
when we started building. The drive-widy
extended from the corner of the house
almost to the fence.
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We lived in the shed while buildln
the house. There were no frees, no

lonts, ne animdls just nunded down
F{lr‘t and [ots of ﬂnjfﬁ. 3



=l i

The house is soley and is well
insulated i the footings, floor cnd roof.
The walls are adobe, layed thickweys,

We started planfing o few trees
cind bushes near the sbgd.
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When 'the house was live-oble, we

storted focusing on the ldnd. Tt needed
dict of work.
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We hadled alet of mcr:[ure and
steonw and anything we could get ahold
of ‘Yo build up somae soil. We had turkeys
and chickens dand lef them voam around
To help fertilize the yard.
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’Ne laid odt Hrails so other m‘ls of the
land eould heal and build up its 501[ aqin.
Arcund the frails we #drfed placiting bushes,
Trees and herbs. All The planfs inthe yard
starfed as small shicks or seed’

We built a cold-frame orito Fhe house.
It has a coverto Keep it warm in the winter
In it we can qrnu grem's.,yeqr round. In the
= Sumimer, we

open it orteke
the lid completely

off. TF helps
Keep the houﬁt
warm in‘the
| winter, alse.
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Places That needed fo be moist, we
pul s{'rd:inulqh down ., which Keeps The

1 £eom drying oul. We confoured
::::l‘h of ‘P::Y ;E'clm-th ““wales’, which are
shallow difches that are level, sothat they
will calch water flowing downhill and
hold it ¥here wil it seeps irfo The ground.
This helps o hold water onthe land which
waitexs planfs and also Keeps the dirt from
washing away- These places weve where
the plarnts threived, ficst, and became
$all o life — oll Kinds.
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We needed more diversity of areas
o glast different Kinds of plants. Some
mn‘ted shade, some wanted bright sunlight.
Some wartted cool wet areas mth vich s.ml
while others wanted hot dry cs;i :utﬂh
sandy soil. No planis ewuel in
ihe?pen They Elm‘['ed?:be next' fo a

wedder uncvfhe\‘ anf, in the shade
:inchfhe house, efec... P S0 we bailt a wall

fo make a wm’lymd with many micro-climates

for plarts. This profective area would be
our starfing point.
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rlyard, would quickly

become o very lush, wild,wet casis. The bath-
Tob wadfer runs down inte a swale and helps to!
water planfs. Also, the run-off wdter from |
the heuse geeps into rock-filled difehes, so it
doesnt escape irite the driveway. Wheat was
once barcen ground is quite alive foday.
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Other ports of the vard need
atfention. ‘5: stacted P?nﬂ']‘ing qllagihag
of Yrees, bushes and vines that would
arow in this sandy dry ground.

These fwo pictures are taken of
the same place bul'sevenyears apart.
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Plants need nitrogen To grow well.
Nitrogen can be provided by some plaxfs
such as; peas, beans, alphalfa, russian
olives , pea shrubs, and locust. Bacteria
live on the vools of these plants. The
breath in nifrogen from the air an
glore it on'the voots in bumps like in'This
picture. : :

50 we planted lets of these Kinds
& plants among cthec plantsto help
them grow beller.
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We have ex?mmen‘l'ed with all Kio
lants undw Trying
%md the 'lha do br.ai' he.re

un are use ul Yo vs and cther plants

and animals fakes Time. But each
1eur we learn more dnd more .
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We have used manymethods

of growing food. Finding the right kind
of plants with the right kinds of conditions,
is whefs happening here. Tt$ a slow process

but very rewarding when swme'l'hinti .wnrks.
alive.

oand we can see our place toming
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with plnﬂ's He._mla‘hn s and
Py hey help useg s., ,
\ &N rfh:g ,
m% est, ea"t'e.ts We t'o m

bees fo hal ferlilize the €lowers o ive
Es honey. Naﬁ 'Ehc'{ dont bofharruﬁ .




Our ldfest expenmetﬂ'ingshi:: been withwater. .

i ,.';_..- for “‘5 in ¥his dt'\[

‘.  when ifs ve

wafer is il:ﬁoﬂ'arﬂ'.
imdie."
We. store run-off wafer'

1 from The voofs 1n tanks.
il Then we can use this

water To J:;

Growing € around-

" .‘ﬂ'u.'s o wdhr'l‘inké-ee belosd
: wﬁ shade itsothe |

doestif evapordfe away.,

This wafer canbe used
wurlhr a small plnﬂl‘

msnpﬁl‘e

Tt alse makes a 3&:&

a &4 & & & a2 a

Wlmmmg pool.
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We thoughl thafif we could sfore more
Waler, we could have fish and waler.plarits.
So we dug Two small ponds, and lined them
with cemenl because the ground is very
sandy and would ndf hold water.

The difch water runs throughthe
ponds on the weekends which helps
clean and aerdie The wadler so That
the figh con breath.
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After ‘the difch wadler runs through
ldpmds.. it goes info a corn and bean
m‘rr‘,ﬂ ferTilizer $rom the fish
anfs. AWl Kinds of
nmmuls hke ponds.
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These are cement Things,we made,
called "flowforms’. They dre used to
aerdfe, energize and clean the water
which helps The planis grow.

The waler falls info one basin,
and, because of its shape, The wofer
spine and splashes down irto the nexf
basin, collecting air in the water.

This is happening in ndfural
streams and arroyos all The time. Look
for nafural flowforms im sandsfone

conyons where waler is falling or culfin
'P.hmY:;h the vock. " 18 i



We are always learning how o process
the. food that comes in the. yard.
Its a good feeling 1o eaf our own
food ‘thal We grew. e also save the
seeds for next s garden and for
others who want Yo arow some of the same
plowts. Seme are very vave.
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We built & bun “fe’lor hnrnu‘]‘['b bake ldrge.
quantities of bread, corn, pinions , cakes, pie
cookies, and even meat:

Aster bui lding u hot fire inside the bun-
W'l'qke nu'l'i'he ashes and Elv:“l"l‘l'ne bread (o
whalfever) in'fo cook. We close bt and we
T} cooks much Saster than u ular oven,

becavse if uses mdmn‘i‘ hen‘l' Ilke d microwave
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This place is called Flowering Tree.
Ik is very young , bul’ if you con vse
your imagination , you con see what if
can be. There are dof leasl five hundred
trees , bushes and vines onthis 8-th of
an dere piece of ex-driveway. All the
‘ﬁiﬂhf& have been carefully sellected for
eir hardiness , feuits, andthelr help
o the scil and cther plarls and animals.
We hope itfwill become much like o
nafural wild sysfem that con help Reed and
home vs ond many olhers affer us.
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As T pick lettuce oul of The pathway
T om amazed at how much coan happen
in a small area. The more we diversify
it, The bigger the place becemes. Ther
is so much happening, thal T am easily
lost in The wilds of the yaed.

This was Taken in and of the son
spel’ four years aftecthe photo on page {
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